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John Mills, Benjamin Johnſon, James Quin, Joſias Miller, 

Theophilus Cibber, John Harper, Benjamin Griffin, William 
Mills, William Milward, Charles Shepard, Thomas Walker, 
Lacy Ryan, John Hippiſley, Dennis Delane, Thomas Chap- 
man, Sumuel Stephens, Mary Heron, Elizabeth Buller, 
Chriſtiana Horton, Anne Hallam, Jane Bullock, and Eliza. 
beth Buchanan, in Behalf of Themſelves and the Reft of the 


Comedians of the Theatres-Royal of Drury-Lane and Covent- 
Garden, 


, 59 Dix 


RAM ATICEk COMPOSITIONS have ever 

been eſteem'd among the fineſt Productions of 
I | . . 

DN Human Genius; and the Acting them has, by 


— 


n 


ſome of the Viſeſt Men in all Ages, been coun- 
>> Jag tenanc'd, as greatly ſerviceable to the Cauſe of 
* = Virtue: Wherever Learning is encourag d, or Arts 


and Sciences flouriſh, DRAM AT r Pore, and ACToks, 
who excel, meet not with Protection only, bur with Publick Ho- 


- nour and Reward. It is therefore humbly conceiv'd, it can never 


be intended to deſtroy the Stage altogether, but to put it under 
proper Regulations. | 


In 


[2 ] 


In the Bill now depending in Parliament for reſtraining the 
Number of Houſes for playing of Interludes, &c, there is a 
Clauſe of the following Purport. 


“No Perſon or Perſons ſhall Act, Repreſent, or Perform any 
« Tragedy, Comedy, Opera, Play, Farce, or other Entertain- 
« ment of the Stage, for Gain, Hire, or Reward, other than, 
« and except ſuch Perſon or Perſons in whom the Right and 
ce Property of, in, and to the ſaid Letters Patents, granted as 
« aforeſaid, to the ſaid Thomas Killegrew, Sir William Davenant, 
« Robert Wilks, Colley Cibber, and Barton Booth, and the {aid 
« Charter of the Royal Academy of Muſick, is veſted, and their 


cc reſpective Deputies or Servants, during the Continuance of 


ce the Powers and Privileges 
« tents reſpectively granted. 


Shou'd the Bill pals as it no ende, e 
who have from their Infancy $edRaz&Xhem(clves to the Profeſ- 
fron of Aﬀing, to the Arbitrary Will of any One who is pleas'd 
to buy the Patent under which they ar Preſent Act: For, no doubt, 
there may be ſoon (As HAS HERETOFORE BEEN PRACTIS'D ) 
Cartels, as they call 'em, eſtabliſh'd berween the Patentees, that 
one Houſe ſhall newer receive an Actor who has left the other, let 
the Motive be Ever fo juſt. | 

The Purchaſer of a Patent may thus oblige the preſent Ac- 
tors to ſubmit to the hardeſt Terms, or reduce them to Beg- 
gary, by taking from them the Exerciſe of their Profeſſion: 
and there will hardly be found others who have any Degree of 
Merit, Imprudent enough to engage in the Profeſſion with ſuch 
a Proſpect, to ſtudy an Art with that Application which is 
neceſſary to attain to any Kind of Perfection, when the Fruit 
of their Labour is being reduced to a State of the moſt abject 


Slavery, to be bought and ſold in a Market, and to depend ab- 


ſolutely upon the Pleaſure of any One who has Money enough 
ro lay out in ſuch a Purchaſe | 


If not for the Sake of the Actors, yet for the Honour of the 
Nation, it is hoped, ſhou'd this Bill paſs into a Law, and any 


Differences or Diſputes hereafter happen between the Patentees and 


Actors, That the Arbitration thereof ſhall be placed in the 
Hands of ſome Men of Fortune, Learnmg and Ability (to be 
| appointed 
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appointed as the Legiſlature ſhall think fir) who will be Impar- 
tial Judges between the Patentees and Ackors in their Diſputes, 

There is no Poſſibility the Stage ſhou'd ever ſubſiſt in this 
Kingdom, if Authors and Actors are ſubjected, without Controul, 
to the Caprice or Ignorance of auy Men who may bereafter look 
upon a Patent only as a proper Security upon which to lay out their 
Money. 

John Mills, Benjamin Johnſon, Joſias Miller, Theophilus Cibber, 
John Harper, Benjamin Griffm, William Mills, William Mikward, 
Mary Heron, and Elizabeth Butler, Part of the abovenamed Per- 
formers, have taken a Leaſe of Drury Lane Play Houſe for 
FIFTEEN YEARS, for which they are to pay NINE 
HUNDRED and TWENTY POUN DS fer Annm, belides 
Taxes and Repairs, and as the Law now ſtands, they run no 
Riſque, Bur ſhould the Bill now depending, paſs into a Law, 
the Patentees may go to another Houſe, and the LESSEES 
will be forc'd to pay this great Rent without daring to make any 
Ule of the Play-Houſe, which muſt neceſſarily end in THEIR 
Rui. 

The LEG1SLATURE has never yet thought it juſt to affect 
private I roperty by a Law EX POST PFACTO, and therefore 
the Leſſees of Drury-Lane Play-houſe hope if this Bill ſhou'd paſs, 
that Proviſion will be made for their Caſe, and that they are as 
much entitled to be protected in the Rights which they now by 
Law enjoy, as the Patentees, &c. 
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His Majeſty's Company of 
COMEDIANS, &c. 
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